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Every year, devastating wildfires burn across the United States especially in the West,
and Montana is no exception.

With Canyon Creek, Birdseye, Marysville, and Lincoln Communities right along the Continental Divide, we are
prone to receive unexpected weather with the Rocky Mountains at our doorstep and backyard! Hence our
recent Wind events followed by power outage.

As we have all noticed this Winter is quite the exception with extremely mild winterlike conditions with
unusually warm temperatures and lack of precipitation. Yes, it’s delightful weather to get out and about in
nature, however, if we don’t begin to see some cooler and wetter weather soon our Fire Season may arrive
months early and without warning.

The Canyon Creek Rural Fire Department encourages us all to be proactive about what we can do NOW and not
after fires have begun and resources become limited or strained. Please take a look at some of the information
on the following pages to see how you can become FIRE SMART, PREPARE and MITIGATE, and SURVIVE and
THRIVE during and post Fire Season

At the same time, a growing number of people are living where wildfires are a real risk. While these fires will
continue to happen, there are things you can do to protect your home and neighborhood as well as your family’s
safety. The informationis here to help you get started.



\
NFPA

|

FIREWISE USA'

Residents reducing wildfire risks
NFPA and the Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS) have developed a Wildfire Research Fact Sheet series
featuring the wildfire research being done at the IBHS research facility to create more resilient communities.

https://www.nfpa.org/Education-and-Research/Wildfire/Firewise-USA

Each fact sheet is available in both a printable pdf format and also with a customizable feature, where wildfire stakeholders
can add a PDF file of their logo.

. Attic and crawl space vents | customizable version

. Coatings | customizable version

. Decks | customizable version

. Exterior sprinkler systems | customizable version

. Fencing | customizable version
https://youtu.be/vL_syp1ZScM

. Fire spread on ember-ignited decks | customizable version

- Your Home Can Survive a
. Wildfire

Dr. Jack Cohen, Fire Science Researcher with the USDA Forest

YO U R H O M E CA N Service, explains current research about how homes ignite during
SU RV | VE A WI L D FI R E wildfires, and the actions that homeowners can take to help their

home survive the impacts of flames and embers.

. Immediate (honcombustible) zone | customizable version

1Y

. Roofing materials | customizable version

. Skylights | customizable version

Watch on @3 VYouTube

. Under-Eave Construction | customizable version



https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsAtticsCrawlSpaces.pdf?rev=8c9230afe8754e47a1994bfcc4da19fe&hash=2024B355EABDD4B2E6D3A333761F7FA2
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https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsDecks.pdf?rev=081e62332ee4455e91cd06332fc62041&hash=0E2F45B89E839D129064A73D6681A7B6
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https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsDecksCustomizable.pdf?rev=3eaa43cfb14f4c7f8c228a6b95b3911c&hash=F6871CCDCEC89D4FD7501A18EE7274FD
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsExteriorSprinklers.pdf?rev=b6f21e1563cc420c9bc015208f03fc4f&hash=0863CAE961016376ACC8D80367AAC95F
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsExteriorSprinklers.pdf?rev=b6f21e1563cc420c9bc015208f03fc4f&hash=0863CAE961016376ACC8D80367AAC95F
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsExteriorSprinklersCustomizable.pdf?rev=da4d9978ef754ad89fce73d4a8b7d5e4&hash=B1ADDB9E2414B4E30F183C7FD4969B71
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsFencing.pdf?rev=d7b231d4be7e44fc88c00fcb688d825c&hash=E07497A62B1AB20C8172BF893268E368
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsFencing.pdf?rev=d7b231d4be7e44fc88c00fcb688d825c&hash=E07497A62B1AB20C8172BF893268E368
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https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsEmberIgnitedDecks.pdf?rev=47c5bbf758124571badc895986e0d379&hash=A51874D34434ACADF846F5AACFF2B726
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https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsEmberIgnitedDecksCustomizable.pdf?rev=4f68e250734f4390a82a5b39ad868f74&hash=CB8D173A8CAD5FE9378C14986959349F
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsImmediateNoncombustibleZone.pdf?rev=3474ff7786a94cf584d51e743f6b9357&hash=C0FFBE5E37F1FAD7AEB603C3800E6F24
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsImmediateNoncombustibleZone.pdf?rev=3474ff7786a94cf584d51e743f6b9357&hash=C0FFBE5E37F1FAD7AEB603C3800E6F24
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsImmediateNoncombustible-ZoneCustomizable.pdf?rev=53002b9973044ccb88c84f401095b875&hash=01123529ADEE6ABDD8827BEBB860C9F6
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsRoofingMaterials.pdf?rev=c07cda5c030e4189a58460e8412bd0ab&hash=DBD05958A93D90AB5C6212ABDBFE4C64
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https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsRoofingMaterialsCustomizable.pdf?rev=80f4e933fb094948ae1fabd18b0c57d9&hash=6B65DD252EA69044038A8C527DE96AC1
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Project/Storefront/Catalog/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsSkylights.pdf?rev=342ae46001814c789f18b88c74fb8968&hash=E54E530851A9A0D3BA9420DCC9A1A458
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LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY

https://www.lccountymt.gov/Emergency-Management/Fire-Information

Home | Emergency Management / Fire Information

Fire Information

Fire Information Fire Preparedness

A 4

Emergency Notification - Smart91l

i /‘E

Get notified in an emergency, sign up today!

Smarton

Register your cell, email address and home phone to receive
emergency alerts.

Evacuation

1. Pre-identify your Evacuation Assembly Area

2. Have a"go-kit" ready to take with you if you have to evacuate.

3. Check-in with authorities at your Evacuation Assembly Area to let them
know you have evacuated.

Volunteers will be on-site to:

e Markyou down in the Red Cross Safe and Well website

e« Addyourname and address to a roster.

e  Provide shelter options if needed.

https://www.lccountymt.gov/Emergency-Management/Emergency-Notification-Smart911
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WHAT DO I DO TO INITIATE OR ASK FOR ASSISTANCE TO MITIGATE MY PROPERTY?

Fire Mitigation Py

R Risk Home Assessment 2- Request a Home Wildfire
. . . ) .
o Lewis and Clark Rural Fire Council ; . . . RISk Assessment
° National Fire Protection Association - Wildfires A Home Wildfire Risk Assessment is a free service provided by the
) ) ) DNRC that evaluates your home's vulnerabilities to wildfire. A local fire
° Trl-County Fire Safe Worklng GrOUp f — professional will visit your property to identify potential hazards and

recommend specific actions to reduce your wildfire risk.

. DRAFT Tri-County Regional Community Wildfire
Protection Plan(PDF, 4MB)

&3 Youlube Learn more about this service in the FAQ below.

https://dnrc.mt.gov/Forestry/Resources/request-a-site-visit

The Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation offers free home risk assessments that help
you prepare your home for the threat of wildfire. If implemented, the recommendations provided during a site
visit can help decrease the risk of property damage and loss from wildfire.

When you request a site visit, a local fire professional will come and assess your home and the area immediately
surrounding it. During the visit, they will provide actionable recommendations on how to reduce your wildfire
risk, plan for evacuation, and answer any questions you may have about living with wildfire in Montana.

To schedule, fill out the form below. Information discussed during site visits will not be shared with any third
parties, and will only be available by yourself and emergency first responders in Montana.
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. Cooperative Fire Protection Capacity Grant

¢ Provider: DNRC.

¢ Eligibility: Montana counties with a current Cooperative Fire Protection

Agreement per MCA 7-33-2202 (4b).

¢ Funding Amounts: $10,000-$30,000 per fiscal year; multi-year up to 2

years possible, based on availability.

e Application Process: Details forthcoming; contact DNRC for forms.
¢ Deadlines: Cycle TBD for 2026; typically July 1-June 30 fiscal year.
7. Community Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) Program

Additional Notes

e Other Opportunities: Look into Town Pump
Charitable Foundation for equipment grants
(applications ongoing, but details sparse—
contact them directly). Also, general homeland
security/EMS grants may apply.

¢ Tips for Application: Many require matching
funds, compliance docs (e.g., SAM registration),
and reporting. For Lewis and Clark County,
coordinate with DNRC or county officials for
mutual aid agreements that unlock more

e Provider: U.S. Forest Service. options.
¢ Eligibility: Communities/Tribes in high wildfire hazard areas, low-income, e Resources: Start with DNRC'’s fire grants page
or disaster-impacted (last 10 years). Montana’s rural areas often qualify due (dnrc.mt.gov/Forestry/Grants/FireGrants) for

to wildfire risks.

¢ Funding Amounts: Competitive; Year Three (20247?) awarded $200 million

across 58 proposals. Overall $1 billion over five years (started 2022).

e Application Process: Submit competitively; reviewed by Tribal/state
panels.

e Deadlines: No 2026 details; monitor USFS for annual rounds.

state-specific info. Grants like VFA/VFC are ideal
for rural setups like yours in Lincoln.

Still have questions? Take a look at the official CCRFD website
https://www.canyoncreekruralfire406.org/ and click on the FIRE CO. link

on the home page and check out helpful information under Public Service,
Home Fire Safety Checklists/Fact Sheets. & WILDLAND FIRE tab.

Still have questions? Please call the station at 406.368.2266
and leave us a message and staff member will return your call.
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